A Synopsis of Ibsen’s A Doll’s House
You don’t need to know Ibsen’s A Doll’s House to understand and engage with Part 2, but here’s a synopsis just the same…

Torvald, a pillar of society, is a model husband, father, and citizen.  His sweet household, with three darling children and Nora – his affectionate little doll of a wife – is the ideal of happy family life.

One of Nora’s earliest acts of devotion to her husband has been the secret raising of money to enable him to spend a year in Italy to restore his health.  She persuaded him that the money was a gift from her father, when in fact she obtained it from a money lender named Krogstad.  Krogstad refused to make the loan unless her father endorsed the promissory note.  This being impossible, as her father was dying at the time, Nora forged his name.  The money lender, though not at all duped, knew that forged bills are often the surest to be paid.  Since then, Nora has slaved in secret at scrivener’s work until she has nearly paid off the debt.

At this point, Torvald is made manager of the bank, and almost immediately fires Krogstad, who is known as a man of weak moral fibre.  Krogstad threatens to expose Nora’s forgery unless she can convince her husband to reinstate him at the bank.  When Nora’s pleas on Krogstad’s behalf are unsuccessful, he sends a letter to Torvald revealing Nora’s crime.  Nora resolves to kill herself, rather than allow Torvald to destroy his career by owning the crime in order to save her reputation.  Instead of pursuing this line of conduct when he hears of the forgery, Torvald flies into a rage and heaps invective on Nora for disgracing him.

Nora realizes that their whole family life has been a fiction:  their home a mere doll’s house in which they have been playing at ideal husband and father, wife and mother.  She decides to leave him then and there and go out into the world as a single woman to discover who she really is and what life is all about.  Nora slams the door behind her – a sound that echoed around the globe.
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